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ETHIOPIA 


Voice of the Broad Masses: 637 Soldiers Out of Action 
EA151724 (Clandestine) Voice Of The Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 15 Aug 87 


[Excerpts] In their greatest success this week, forces of the EPLF 
put out of action 350 Dergue troops. This was carried out in their 
attack on enemy troops which were deployed in four directions 
to (Zayde Kolom) and (Midiri Wedi Sebera) districts. 


In their second military achievement, our combatants killed or 
wounded 259 enemy soldiers which were deployed from (Adi 
Ragqiba) and surrounding areas on 9 August and forces which 
were moved into the areas the next day. [passage omitted] 


In another development, forces of the EPLF attacked an enemy 
position at May Atal, on the Asmera-Mitsiwa road. In the attack 
they carried out cn Thursday (13 August], our combatants killed 
two enemy soldiers, wounded two others, cpatured one soldier 
and two Kalashnikovs, and returned home safely. [passage omit- 
ted] 


In their different military attacks this week, units of our people’s 
and zonal army have all in all put out of action 637 WPE troops. 


SOMALIA 


Radio Halgan: 45 Government Soldiers Killed 
EA152135 (Clandestine) Radio Halgan in Somali 
to Somalia 1700 GMT 15 Aug 87 


[Text] On 13 August the Somali opposition forces wing of the 
Somali National Movement [SNM] launched an attack on 
regime forces based in (Ina Guhaa) District in the northwest 
region in which the regime forces suffered casualties and lost a 
substantial quantity of military hardware. 


During the operation the regime forces lost 45 soldiers, and many 
others were wounded. Two Soviet-made armored personnel car- 
riers were burnt to the ground. Another vehicle mounted with a 
BM-21, one 120-mm howitzer, two rype B-10 guns, two motors, 
the ammunition dump, and the forces’ food store were also 
destroyed in the attack. On the opposition force side, four com- 
batants were martyred in the operation while 16 others suffered 
injuries. 


The fighting is continuing steadily inside the country. 
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UGANDA 


400 Rebels Reportedly Killed in 13 Aug Clash:s 
EA141104 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1000 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Excerpt] The New Vision newspaper says more than 400 rebels 
from the Alice Lakwena Holy Spirit Group were yesterday killed 
by the NRA [National Resistance Army} mobile force when they 
tried to overrun a railway station near Teso College, (Aloit). 


The newspaper says an attacking rebel force of about 750 under 
the command of Lieutenant Colonel Joba Kilama and (Wanonek) 
made its advances on the NRA combined 1 1obile forces stationed 
at the railway station at 0900 yesterday. 


The NRA was engaged in a fierce battle with the rebels for 2 
hours. The battle left over 400 rebels dead and 4 captured. The 
NRA had six casualties and two dead. [passage omitted] 


USSR Promises To Help Rectify Trade Imbalance 
EA142012 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Talks between Ugandan officials and the Soviet trade 
delegation who have been in the country for a fortnight have 
ended with assurances by the Soviets that steps are being taken 
to rectify the imbalance in trade between the two countries. 
According to a press release issued in Kampala tod.y at the end 
of the talks, Ugandan officials impressed upon the Soviet del- 
egation the need to improve the terms of trade which have all 
along been in favor of the Soviet Union. 


During the talks, the parties expressed their intention to 
strengthen mutually beneficial trade relations on the basis of the 
existing trade agreements between the two countries. The two 
sides identified the realities in trade cooperation. The Soviet side 
agreed to recommend to their component bodies in the Soviet 
Union to concentrate their efforts on supplying to Uganda a wide 
range of Soviet-made tools for the realization of the rehabilita- 
tion program and development of Uganda's economy. In this 
connection, it was stressed that Ugandan organizations have 
favorable opportunities for importation from the Soviet Union of 
different machinery and equipment such as tracturs and agricul- 
tural implements, motor vehicles, textile equipment, road- 
building machines, machine tools and others in demand on the 
Ugandan market. 


In order to facilitate the importation of Soviet machinery and 
equipment to Uganda, the Soviet delegation expressed readiness 
to extend (?suppliers) commercial credit to Ugandan companies 
and firms. During the negotiations the Soviet delegation handed 
over for consideration by Ugandan firms a package of concrete 
commercial offers for supply of a wide range of Soviet goods. 
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ANGOLA 


SABC Reports ‘Drastic’ Economic Changes Announced 
MBI170841 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0731 GMT 17 Aug 87 


[Text] Luanda Aug 17 SAPA — The Angolan Government has 
announced that it will make drastic changes regarding its econ- 
omy, which is shattered by civil war and falling oil prices, SABC 
radio news reports. 


Angola’s minister of production, Mr Pedro Castro Van-Dunen, : 


said in Luanda that the state would play a less prominent role in 
the economy, whi'e private enterprise would be encouraged. He 
added that all government subsidies to organizations running at 
a loss, would be stopped and foreign investment encouraged. 


Mr Van-Dunem said the Angolan people would also be urged to 
invest their money in the banks. 


Official Denounces RSA for Chemical Weapons Use 
MB132037 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] Cunene Provincial Commissar Pedro Mutinde has again 
denounced the use of chemical weapons against the commune of 
Chamutete by the invading forces of the racist Pretoria regime. 


Speaking to the residents of Cahama District, Pedro Mutinde 
stated that there was evidence that the racist Pretoria regime 
sought to annex Cunene Province through force of arms in order 
to establish a buffer zone. Much martyrized Cunene Province, 
on the border with Namibia, which is illegally occupied by South 
Africa, has experienced ceaseless military tension since our 
independence. 


At the beginning of this week, Cunene Provincial Commissar 
Pedro Mutinde met with Cahama District’s traditional author- 
ities. He urged them to tell the people to join the army and the 
people’s vigilance brigades. 


MOZAMBIQUE 


Chissano Returns From Visit to Botswana 13 Aug 
MBI131949 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano returned to Maputo late this 
afternoon at the end of an official and friendly visit to Botswana 
which beg>n last Monday. The Mozambican head of state was 
received at Maputo Internationa) Airport by Marcelino dos 
Santos, chairman of the People’s Assembly and other party and 
state officials, as well as members of the diplomatic corps. On his 
visit to Botswana, President Joaquim Chissano was accomnanied 
by his wife and ministers of foreign affairs and mineral resources. 


In Gaborone, Presidents Joaquim Chissano : ad Quett Masire 
signed a joint declaration according to which t.1e two presidents 
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decided to establish a joint cooperation commission at ministerial 
level that will be responsible for planning and implementing 
bilateral cooperation programs. The commission will also be 
charged with the task of studying, investigating, and determining 
the mos: appropriate forms of cooperation between the two 
countries. The commission will coordinate cooperation in areas 
such as foreign affairs, economic development, trade, education, 
cadre training, sports, and culture. 


Canada’s Clark Meets With Chissano, Promises Aid 
MB132030 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] In Maputo this afternoon, President Joaquim Chissano 
received Joe Clark, Canadian secretary of state for external 
affairs, who is on a tour of African countries. He has already 
visited the Ivory Coast and Zambia. 


Shortly before this meeting, Joe Clark and Pascoal Mocumbi, his 
Mozanidican counterpart, signed an accord for food aid to 
Mozambique. Under the terms of the accord, Canada will grant 
aid work 15 million Canadian dollars to Mozambique. This 
amount covers 50,000 tons of wheat, 1 1,000 of which are for free 
distribution, and 8,000 tons of beans, among other things. This 
aid is Canada’s response to the Mozambican Government's call 
for aid to (?millions) of Mozambicans who are affected by armed 
bandit actions and drought. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
NUM, Chamber Exchange Charges, Violence Mars Strike 


NUM: 342,000 Out 13 Aug 
MB1 30913 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0911 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 13, SAPA — Buses sent to take 
striking National Union of Mineworkers members home were 
refused access to the Western Areas gold mining company 
premises and the men are leaving, with their possessions on foot, 
NUM spokesman Mr Marcel Golding told SAPA this morning. 


He said the workers were “streaming” down the mine road 
towards the Potchefstroom highway outside Westonaria. 


The NUM last week told miners to go home and wait for the end 
of the strike. The move was made to prevent violence and the 
possibility that the striking miners might not get, or be charged 
for, food, the NUM said. 


So far the only two mines to have staff leave the property are part 
of the Johannesburg Consolidated Investments [JCI] group. 


On Sunday, at the start of the coal and goldminers strike, a 
number of employees left JCI’S Randfontein Estate. JCI 
spokesmen said on Monday that a number had returned to the 
mine voluntarily. 
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Today NUM said employees at the Rand Refinery had come out 
on strike in sympathy with the coal and gold miners. 


The Chamber of Mines confirmed 150 NUM members at the 
refinery were on strike and that 210 people were at work. The 
refinery said the stoppage was illegal. 


A spokesman for JCI was not immediately available for comment 
on today’s Western Areas exodus. 


The NUM today said another 2,000 members joined the strike 
yesterday bringing the NUM’s estimate of miners out to about 
342,000. 


The Chamber of Mines estimates that between 220,000 a.d 
230,000 workers have downed tools. 


The Natio..al Union of Mineworkers declared a dispute with the 
Chamber of Mines on June 30 after wage negotiations broke 
down and a strike ballot was held the following week in which 
most NUM members opted for a stoppage. 


The union is demanding a 30 percent pay increase, 30 days 
annual leave as opposed to between 14 and 21 days, June 16 as 
a paid holiday, danger pay; and five years salary as death benefits 
as opposed to the current two years. 


The Chamber of Mines implemented wage increases of between 
17 and 23 per cent for various job categories prior to the dispute 
being declared. 


A member of ihe NUM’s legal staff told SAPA that when an 
application for bail was raised with the authorities in Kierksdorp 
today, concerning the 78 union members arrested at a meeting 
yesterday, the legal team was told no court was available for a 
bail hearing. 


“It took a lot of arguing and a long time before a court was found 
and the bail applications are being heard this morning,” he said. 


The 78 are to appear in court in Klerksdorp on Monday to face 
charges of conspiracy and subversion, according to police head- 
quarters. 


A police spokesman said the 78 were being held in terms of the 
Criminal Procedures Act, dealing with allegations of conspiracy 
to commit murder, and the Internal Security Act, Act 74 of 1982, 
which deals with allegations of subversion. 


A spokesman for JCI told SAPA today that there was “no 
substance” to reports that buses to take workers home werc being 
turned back from Western Areas and that workeis were 
streaming towards the highway. 


A team for the United States television network CBS said that 
there were roadblocks in the Westonaria region and it “seemed 
as if workers were leaving the mine.” The news team that went 
out to investigate are due back in Johannesburg later today and 
would report on what they found there. 
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independent Survey Shows 281,586 Out 
MB131945 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1928 GMT !3 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 13 SAPA — Almost 300,000 mine- 
workers are on strike in the gold and coal industry, the indepen- 
dent Labour Monitoring Group [LMG] reported tonight after 
conducting a survey in 53 mines hit by strike action. 


A spokesman for the LMG told SAPA that 281 ,586 mineworkers 
— of a total of 425,665 surveyed — were out on strike. Striking 
mineworkers made up 66 per cent of the workforce surveyed. 


He said this figure was not final and did not include the Klerks- 
dorp area. The mines surveyed were from six regions demarcated 
by the National Union of Mineworkers. 


The LMG survey in 12 mines in the Orange Free State found 
that 145,000 miners were on strike, of a total workforce of 
220,000 of which 170,000 were members of NUM. 


In Secunda, 31,019 miners of 31,819 surveyed in five mines, were 
out on strike. 


The LMG surveyed five mines with a total workforce of 57,150 
in Carletonville and found three mines with 30,637 miners on 
strike. 


In Westonaria, 41,923 miners were out on ten mines with a 
workforce of 80,330. Of these, 61,662 were NUM members. 


At Witbank, 23,641 miners at 18 mines with a total workforce 
of 27,000 were out on strike. 


All 9,366 miners surveyed in three mines in the Witwatersrand 
region were on strike. Of these, 7,478 were NUM members, the 
LMG reported. 


The LMG spokesman said the survey had not yet differentiated 
between gold and coal miners, but it appeared on average that 
more coal miners were on strike than gold miners. 


He added that it was significant that many workers on strike were 
employed at mines not affiliated to the Chamber of Mines or by - 
mines where the NUM was not recognised. 


NUM Nuclear Workers Hold Stoppage 
MB1 30948 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0946 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 13, SAPA — Between 120 and 130 
members of the National Union of Mineworkers stopped work at 
the beginning of their shift today at the Nuclear Fuel Corpora- 
tion for a few hours, according to the Chamber of Mines. 


The chamber’s Mr Johann Liebenberg told SAPA the stoppage 
lasted only a few hours and the employees are back at work. 
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He said the NUM and the Nuclear Fuel Corporation were 
involved in wage talks and today’s stoppage was the “result of a 
misunderstanding.” 


“The misunderstanding has now been sorted out and tits men are 
back at work,” he said. 


Police Intervene at AAC Mime 14 Aug 
MB140740 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0739 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 14, SAPA — Police moved into the 
ERGO [East Rand Gold 0} plant on the East Rand yesterday and 
arrested 23 striking workers after “acts of deliberate damage” to 
the plant, the Anglo American Corporation [AAC] said in a 
statement today. 


The workers were defying an interim interdict granted yesterday 
to evict striking workers from the company’s premises and to 
restrain them from entering the premises and from damaging 
plant or equipment, an AAC statement said. 


The interdict was served simultaneously at both the ERGO and 
Daggafontein plants yesterday. 


While workers at the Daggafontein plant complied with the order 
and left the premises peacefully, those at the ERGO plant defied 
the order and there were further acts of deliberate damage to the 
plant, AAC claimed. 


On Wednesday there had been serious acts cf sabotage, the 
corporation added. These actions would have resulted in subsian- 
tial losses and could have caused enormous damage had they not 
been discovered, it added. 


These sabotage actions at the ERGO plant took place during an 
illegal sit-in at both plants which involved about 300 ERGO and 
about 100 Daggafontein day and afternoon shift woi kers who 
had been advised previously that striking workers would not be 
allowed on the companys premises, according to Anglo. 


The sit-in followed the commencement of a legal strike the same 
afternoon after a deadlock at a conciliation board and the holding 
of a strike ballot, the statement said. 


NUM Denounces AAC 
MB140934 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0926 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 14, SAPA — Anglo American Cor- 
poration’s willingness to call in police to strike-stricken mines was 
“ample evidence” the giant corporation was relying on the state 
to break the nation-wide miners strike, the National Union of 
Mineworkers said today. 


NUM spokesman Marcel Golding also told SAPA in Johannes- 
burg Anglo was “using every conceivable reason to justify 
breaking a...legal strike”’. 
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“Angio’s willingness to call in police is ample evidence they are 
relying on the state to break the strike.” 


Mr Golding was reacting to an earlier Anglo announcement that 
about 60 miners were injured — at least one seriously — at 
Western Deep Levels gold mine when mine security personnel 
and police fired rubber bullets “to disperse a group of heavily 
armed strikers” who allegedly threw stones. 


Anglo said of the 60 injured, 14 were taken to hospital, one in a 


A police spokesman said he did not have immediate information 
on the incident, adding police were still on the scene. 


Police also confirmed that 23 strikers were arrested at Anglo's 
ERGO [East Road Gold 0] plant near Springs after 400 strikers 
at both the Springs and Daggafontein plants had been issued with 


An Anglo spokesman said the eviction had been preceded by 
“sabotage actions which took place during an illegal sit-in, which 
could have caused enormous damage”. 


Mr Golding said the union rejected the allegations of sabotage. 


“It seems that the people management used to operate the plant 
could, due to their inexperience, have beer responsible for the 
problems.” 


Mr Golding also claimed that NUM officials had been refused 
access to the 60 injured at Western Deep and also said officials 
believed more than 60 workers had been hurt in the violence. 


Some 80 strikers have been injured and about 200 arrested since 
the start of the strike last Sunday, according to the NUM. 


Mr Golding today blamed “trigger happy” mine security person- 
nel and police for the injuries. 


He also blamed Anglo for trying to paint the union as a organisa- 
them. 


Rejecting this, he said striking workers had been “disciplined and 
restrained”. 


5 Nonstrikers Reportedly Poisoned 
MB141521 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1434 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesberg, Aug 14, SAPA — Five workers from 
Transvaal Navigation Collieries near Witbank who had not 
joined the national miners strike were admitted to the Rand 
Mutual Hospital yesterday (Thurs) suffering from poisoning, 
Trans-Natal Corporation said today. One worker was in a serious 
condition in the intensive care unit, the company added in a 
statement. The condition of the other four was stable. 
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Medical examinations and tests carried out had revealed the 
workers were “probably poisoned with insecticides.” 


held for questioning. 


“The incapacitated employees were among a small number of 
production workers who continued working despite the (National 
Union of Mineworkers) strike by almost the total workforce of 
Transvaal Navigation Collieries, since August 10,” the company 
said. 


Police Teargas Miners at Optimum 
MB141955 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1942 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 14 SAPA — Mine security today fired 
birdshot at striking miners at the Optimum colliery near Middle- 
burg injuring 13, Colonel J.M. Labuschagne of the Police Public 
Relations Division in Pretoria, said tonight. 


“Police were called to the colliery following a complaint of 
intimidation by two miners against four colleagues,” said Colonel 
Labuschagne. 


“On arrival they were confronted by about 800 workers who 
said: If you wish to arrest anyone you will have to arrest all of 
us. ° 


“Two teargas grenades were initially fired at the crowd who then 
threw stones at police. Forty more tear gas grenades were fired 
before the crowd dispersed,” said Colonel Labuschagne. 


A section of the crowd apparently ran towards mine security who 
fired warning rounds of birdshot into the air before firing a 
further ten rounds of birdshot directly at the workers, injuring 13. 


Another 14 workers were injured in the “stampede”, said Colonel 
Labuschagne. 


He said no one was seriously injured and all those injured were 
treated in the mine first aid room, none were taken to hospital. 


“The situation is now calm and police have left the mine prem- 
ises,” Colonel Labuschagne said. 


Security, Miners Clash 15 Aug 
MB151341 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1333 GMT 15 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 15, SAPA — Six miners were injured 
at the hostel at Matla colliery this morning when mine security 


Management said in a statement to SAPA security personnel 
were “investigating reports of 9. build-up of weapons within the 
hostel”. 
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Striking workers using rocks and mine roof bolts attacked the 
security men who “fired rubber bullets to disperse the attackers”. 


The Trans-Natal Coal Corporation, owners of the colliery, said 
“large quantities” of home-made weapons were confiscated in 
the hostel. 


The injured were treated on the mine and a spokesman said in 
response to queries he had no information that anyone had been 
arrested. 


The statement said the six were “lightly injured”. 


NUM Reports 20 Injured 
MB151728 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1600 GMT 15 Aug 87 


[Text] The National Union of Mineworkers says more than 20 
workers were injured at clashes at Trans-Natal Coal Corpora- 
tion’s Matla colliery. This figure is considerably higher than 
management's figure of six injured. The corporation earlier said 
that mine security went into the hostels to investigate reports of 
a buildup of weapons when they were attacked by workers. They 
allegedly shot at workers with the rubber bullets in retaliation. 
But the union’s Marcel Golding says reports given to him indicate 
security men were the aggressors. 


[Begin Golding recording] The workers were forced to leave the 
hostel by mine security. The police were then called in and 
attacked with rubber bullets (?and from) alleged live ammuni- 
tion. We believe that about 20 people have been injured and have 
been taken to hospital and several more had been injured and are 
still presently at the mine. At the moment, the total casualty 
figure is not available. From the report, it is also clear the mine 
security involved included Matla, Usuthu, and the nearby power 
station, as well as South African police. [end recording] 


24 Injured at Vaal Reefs 16 Aug 


MB160848 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0843 GMT 16 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 16 SAPA — Despite a report of 
“relative calm” from most gold and coal mines in the Anglo 
American groups, 24 people were injured, with three hospital- 
ised, in a clash at Vaal Reefs number 9 shaft yesterday, an Anglo 
spokesman said today. 


On the seventh day of a national strike of gold and coal miners 
the company said: “The strike situation at Anglo American 
calm in the past 36 hours with one incident involving a confronta- 
tion between strikers and the mine security reported. 


“At Vaal Reefs number 9 shaft yesterday, 24 people were injured 
when mine security, entering the hostel to investigate reports of 
people being held hostage, came under repeated attack by a mob 
and were forced to retaliate, firstly with teargas, and later with 
rubber bullets.“Three of the injured were admitted to hospital. 
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“In a search of the hostel, no hostages were found but a quantity 
of explosives and petrolbomb were discovered,” the Anglo 
statement said. 


NUM, Chamber To Meet on Violence 
MBI61842 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1841 GMT 16 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, Aug 16, SAPA — At least 240 members 
of the National Mineworkers Union have been injured and more 
than 200 detained since the start of the national gold and coal 
miners strike last Sunday, the NUM general-secretary, Mr Cyril 
Ramaphosa, told a press conference here tonight. 


He said a meeting of NUM strike committee members met in 
Johannesburg tode"' and resolved to continue their strike until 
their demands were met. 


The NUM decided to accept a recommendation by the Anglo 
American Corporation (AAC) and will meet the management of 
the mining houses tomorrow in an attempt to draw up proposals 
which could reduce violence on the company’s mines. 


Mr Ramaphosa said a NUM member from Matla, Mr Willie 
Mangani, underwent emergency surgery in Johannesburg today 
after being shot in the testicles in violence at the mine. 


He said the strike committee today decided that “the defence of 
mineworkers has become imperative.” He would not elaborate 
on what form the defence would take. 


It was also intimated that a number of other mines and possibly 
some allied industries would join the week-old strike tomorrow. 


A report released today by the independent Labour Monitoring 
Group(LMG] estimated the mines were losing about R17 million 
a day since the strike started. At least R90 million had been lost 
since Sunday, the LMG said. 


“That money represent 70 per cent of our annual wage demand,” 
Mr Ramaphosa said. 


Earlier today, Anglo American sent a Telex to the NUM outlin- 
ing four points that would curb violence on the mines. 


The four points are: 

— All hostels should function normally. Hostel canteens, ablu- 
tion facilities and other essential services should operate normally 
under the control of the management personnel normally respon- 
sible for these services; 


— There should be normal access to hostels for workers, man- 
— There should be normal access to shafts and plants with areas 
designated for peaceful picketing, should the union request this; 


— Force or the threat of force should not be used by management 
the union or union members to prevent workers from striking 
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peacefully or working normally. 


Mr Ramaphosa said tonight the union would contact anglo 
tonight and arrange for a meeting, possibly early tomorrow, to 
discuss the proposals. 


“It has taken many injuries and much violence by its (Anglo’s) 
security forces and the police for Anglo to realise and come to its 
senses that we are united in this strike. 


“We have decided to meet them to discuss tueir proposals evcn 


though they failed to address the undertakings the NUM 
requested before the strike,” he said. 


The NUM had also decided to accept an offer to negotiate with 
the Chamber of Mines, although “the offer. was made to the 
media” and not to the union but the NUM would meet only if no 
conditions are attached to the talks. 


Earlier the chamber said it would discuss the NUM'’s grievances 
but would not address the subject of wages. 


The union is demanding: 
— a 30 per cent across the-board pay increase; 


— 30 days annual leave as opposed to between 14 and 21 days. 
Some white workers get up to 35 days a year; 


— June 16 as a paid holiday; 
— danger pay; and 


— five years salary as death benefits as opposed to the current 
two years. 


The Chamber of Mines implemented wage increases of between 
17 and 23 per cent for variou” iob categories prior to the dispute 
being declared and refused to s egotiate further. 


The talks with Anglo American to discuss the anti-violence 
proposals will be the first meeting between the NUM and man- 
agement since the start of the stoppage. 


On Monday, Anglo American announced that it would close one 
mine and a shaft each at two other mines and lock out workers 
if strikers did not return to work by tomorrow. 


“This new strategy is a subterfuge. It is no more than a mass 
dismissal of strikers for participating in a legal and justified 
strike or a cheap form of retrenchment,” Mr Ramaphosa told 50 
foreign and loca! journalists tonight. 

He added that the move would avoid negotisting the need for 
retrenchment, the placement of redundant miners at other mines 


and to avoid the costs of skills training programmes and sev- 
erance pay. 


“The dismissals will be illegal and the NUM will challenge in 
the appropriate fora,” Mr Ramaphosa said. 
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The workers at the affected mines, Western Holdings, Landau 
colliery and Vaal Reefs, held meetings today and the strikers 
decided to continue the stoppage and would not move from the 
mines. 


Mr Ramaphosa alleged that management at the SABC had 
issued a directive that the mine strike would not be covered from 


the union’s perspective. 


The SABC’'s director of news and public affairs told SAPA 
tonight “the SABC has taken no decision not to report on any 
aspect of the strike.” 


Mr Kamaphosa said that to obtain the truth of what is happening 
on the mines, management should open its premis:s to all the 
media or allow a member of the Johannesburg Bar Council “upon 
being requested by any of the parties to have access to any mine 
to assess the actual position”. 


He added that mines had been closed tc union officials as well as 
the media. 


Canada’s Clark Arrives on‘Fact-Finding’ Mission 
MB140908 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
905 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Pretoria, Aug 14, SAPA — Canadian External Affairs 
MINISTER Mr Joe clark has arrived in South AFRICA on a 
one-day fact-finding mission, a Canadian Embassy spokes- 
woman confirmed. 


Mr Clark was whisked from Jan Smuts Airport to Canadian 
Ambassador Mr Ron Maclean’s residence in Doreen Street, 
Colbyn, Pretoria. 


Meets Pik Boths, Comments 
MB141826 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1820 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 14 SAPA — Canadian Foreign Min- 
ister, Mr Joe Clark, said his talks with South African foreign 
minister, Mr Pik Botha, were candid and “may prove to be 
constructive.” 


Speaking at a press conference prior to his departure for Nairobi 
after a four-day visit in which he had discussions in Mozambique, 
Zambia, the Ivory Coast and South Africa, Mr Mlark said it was 
helpful to meet people who would help the process of ending 
“We did not come to any agreement on apartheid, but we might 
talk again,” Mr Clark said of his talks with Mr Botha. 


He said there was one clear point on which the concept of 
negotiation floundered and that was the subject of violence. The 
failure to find a peaceful solution to South Africa’s problems 
would be “catastrophic for people of all colours i:. the region.” 


He said no proposals on the negotiation issue had been formu- 
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lated, but he would not regard the prospect of negotiation as 
impossible. Neither the ANC, with whom he had talks yesterday, 
nor Mr Botha have ruled out the possibility of negotiation. _r 
Clark said he now had a clearer uncerstanding of what the nature 
of objections to negotiation may be from either side and added if 
there was anything Canada could to help it would. 


He said Canada had initiated some sanctions and if no better 
method to bring about an end tc apartheid could be found, his 
country would “disrupt diplomatic ard economic relations.” 


On a question of the release of jailed ANC leader Nelson 
Mandela, Mr Clark said it was discussed generally, but he had 
received no specific response from the South African foreign 


On Mr Clark’s visit to Mozamb.que cerlier this week, destabili- 
sation of the region by South Africa had been discussed but in 
his talks with Mr Botha today, the question of Mozambique was 
discussed >nly “generally” and no detailed taiks on the destabil- 
isation issue were heid. 


“We rather spent a long time on matters of negotiation,” he said. 


Mr Botha said he understood ive C anadian position on sanctions 
but feels they are not constructive, Mr Clark said. 


In conclusion, he said: “There is no question Mr Botha is a 
member of the reform group in his government.” Mr Clark added 
that despite reported heated exchanges between the SA Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs and the Canadian Government, they did 
not affect his meeting with Mr Botha at all. 


Botha Comments on Talks 


MB141802 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1759 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 14 SAPA — Mr Pik Botha seid he told 
Canada's foreign minister, Mr Joe Clark, today that South 
African whites would not capitulate and were not prepared to 
turn the country into a Marxist state. 


Mr Botha told an impromptu press conference at the Union 
Building after a two and a half hour meeting with Mr Clark that 
whites were, however, prepared to share power and remove 


Mr Botha added that he told Mr Clark in a “serious” meeting 
which lasted an hour longer than scheduled that the government 
would not, however, negotiate with the African National Con- 
gress if it said it would only stop its terror campaign for the 
duration of the talks. 

He warned Mr Clark if foreign governments maintained their 
campaign against the South African Government they would 
create “a Greek tragedy.” 


“Whatever happens whites and blacks musi negotiate,” Mr 
Botha said. 
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The foreign ministers also a. cussed “the whole issue of violence 
as a means of achieving political objectives,” the reform pro- 
gramme and the concept of power sharing. 


Mr Botha told Mr Clark South Africa felt betrayed by the West, 
and that its punitive nieasures delayed reform. 


“He (Mr Clark) told me the Canadian Government does not 
expect this government to negotiatc the installation of a Marxist 
regime, and they were against the use of violence to achieve 
political objectives. 


“We disagreed on the causes of the violence and the pace of 
reform.” 


Mr Botha addressed newsmen immediately after Mr Clark left 


for a press conference at a hotel near Jan Smuts airport before 
his departure to Nairobi. 


P.W. Botha Continues Parliamentary Briefings 


Comments on Industrial Lobbying 
MB! 30451 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2133 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly, August 13, SAPA — The government 
was engaged in large scale discussions and consultations with 
private sector, business, industrial and economic leaders, the 
state president, Mr P.W. Botha, said today. 


Speaking during debate on his budget vote, he rejected earlier 
statement by Mr Roger Hulley (PFP Constantia) who had crit- 
icised Mr Botha's reportedly telling businessmen to stay out of 
politics and to leave this to the politicians. 


Mr Botha said he had clearly indicated he was prepared to 
vided this was done responsibly, and this was in fact taking place 
on a continuous basis. 


He referred to the three conferences held so far with private 
sector leaders, and to more that were planned for the future, and 
said the economic leaders would not thank Mr Hulley for his 
remarks while the government was making every effort to achieve 
positive results from its meetings with them. 


Rejects Tax Reform Speculatica 
MB/31528 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1452 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 12 SAPA — The state presi- 
dent, Mr P.W. Botha said the public should avoid action based 
on speculation about the government's eventual response to the 
Margo Commission Report. 


Speaking in his vote of the budget, Mr Botha said that further 
investigation and consultation on the recommendations of the 
report would be completed as a matter of urgency, after the 
report *vas tabled in Parliament on Thursday August 20. “Once 
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that has taken place, the government will attend to the final 
formulation of its response to the report so that it too can then be 
made known io the public.” 


The government was committed to a meaningful tax reform 
programme which was initiated by appointment of the Margo 
investigation was desirable on certain aspects and were already 
underway. 


The minister of finance and his department had since given 
considerable attention to the contents of the report and its 
possible implications and support the recommendation that cer- 


tain further investigations and consultations be undertaken. 
It had been decided to release the report immediately without 
any official response with a view to facilitating and expediting 
matters. 


“The public is strongly urged to avoid action based on speculation 
about the governments eventual response to the report,” he said. 


Demands PFP’s Eguda Apologize 
MB131712 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1609 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 13 SAPA — The leader of the 
Progressive Federal Par y, Mr Colin Eglin, still owed an apology 
for the “very serious am! disgusting lie” the PFP had published 
about him during the recent election, the state president, Mr 
P.W. Botha, said today. 


He was referring, in his reply to debate on his budget vote, to a 
claim in PFP election material that he said that Nelson Mandela 
could rot in jail. 


Mr Botha said the National Party, through) its attorneys, had 
written to the PFP on the matter. 


Subsequently Mr Eglin had appeared on television where he had 
been asked if he agreed that Mr Botha had been quoted in a 
wrongful way. “All he could say was ‘well it might be so’. He was 
thea asked if he intended apologising to the state president and 
he said no.” 


Mr Eglin was “a master in creating perceptions”, Mr Botha said. 
The PFP leader stil} owed him an apology for the lie. 


Outlines Prisoner Release Policy 
MB131855 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1844 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 13 SAPA — The state presi- 
dent, Mr P.W. Botha, said today he had asked the minister of 
justice, Mr Kobie Coetsee, to look into the possible release from 
prison of Govan Mbeki. Mr Botha also said the renunciation of 
violence alone would not be decisive in procuring a release from 


prison for long-term security prisoners. 
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He spelt out government policy with regard to the release of 
security prisoners during the debate on his budget vote today, 
announcing that he had asked the minister of justice, Mr Kobie 
Coetsee, to look into the possible release of 76-year-old Govan 
Mbeki, who has been in prison for over 20 years. He and others 
would be released in terms of certain principles contained in an 
advisory issued by the Release Advisory Council, advice which 
coincided largely with policies followed over recent years. 


The principles emphasised that the policy regarding ordinary 
criminals and security prisoners should be the same. “This means 
factor, could contribute towards a good prognosis, but is noi 
decisive in its own right. 


“What still has to be taken into account, is among other things, 
the intentions of the punisher, the inter<sts of the community and 
the state, the nature of the crime an4 its motive, the duration of 
the sentence, previous criminal record, the prisoner's reaction to 
the sentence imposed and the genera! composition of he person- 
ality and approach of the person himself.” 


This meant that the state would be guided in each case firstly by 
its advisory bodies which included the Institution Committee, the 
Release Council and the Release Advisory Council under chair- 
manship of a judge, and secondly by considering what would be 
“in the best interests of the RSA, its institution: as well as its 
people.” 


Mr Botha said that since making his offer of release against an 
undertaking to relinquish violence in January 1985, 153 security 
prisoners had been released. The offer was made repeatedly and 
could have lead to the release of the ANC leader Nelson Man- 
dela.It was not, however, a specific condition for a specific person, 
he said. 


Of those released, some prisoners had renounced violence and 
others were released on their prognosis, and he was of the opinion 
these cases had not been judged incorrectly so far.What was 
important was that where violence had been renounced, some 
people had, according to information, again become involved in 
violence. 


One specific person maintained his neutral stance cor a few years 
and even acted in accordance with is declared intentions, but 
later became involved in radical circles again. 


“Therefore it has now become necessary for me to determine 
government policy on this matter on the basis of experience so 
far,” Mr Botha said. 


Reaffirms Nkomati Accord 


8141344 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1343 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly, August 14, SAPA — South Africa 
accepted the reality of the Marxist state of Mozambique as a fact 
but this did not give it the right to allow terrorists to launch 
attacks against South Africa from its territory, the state presi- 
dent, Mr P.W. Botha, said today. 
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“It is in the interests of the entire region that there must be a 
change of attitude amongst Mozambique’s leaders,” he said 
during the debate on his budget vote. 


“Our rules of the game are that we do not tolerate the export of 
revolution; this Mozambique, the SACP (SA Communist Party) 
and the ANC (African Natiocal Congress) have to understand. 


“South Africa reserves the right to destroy revolutionary violence 
against it with everything at its disposal. Terrorists have to be 
stopped wherever they may be.” 


Mr Botha said he was not referring to an irresponsible escalation 
or instigation of conflict. It had to do with the rules of play for 
stability, peace and Southern African interests being spelled out 
in no uncertain terms and their being adhered to. 


From its record in keeping to the letter and the spirit of the 
Nkomati Accord, it should be clearly evident that South Africa 
was prepared to extend the hand of friendship to Mozambique. 
“It is regrettable, however, that I have to say that since the 
signing of Nkomati the things that have happened and particu- 
larly the things that have happened since the death of President 
Samora Machel, such as the Homoine affair, it has become clear 
that every possible opportunity is being used to identify South 
Africa as the bad guy. South Africa must be denied the opportu- 
nity to help people (of the region) to he'p themselves,” Mr Botha 
said. [sentence as received] 


It was clear that the Frelimo government had never really 
abandoned its support for a hospitality to the ANC/SACP 
alliance. This was no reason, however, for South Africans to fall 
into a mood of despondency and isolation. “I resist such a spirit.” 
terrorism was being exported against her. 


The Western leaders’ viewpoint was that terrorism had to be 
confronted and curtailed wherever it was met, but here in 
southern Africa there was the clearest example of duplicity, 
"because South Africa may not -urb terrorism or the West starts 
screaming.” “The same Westein leaders who met in Tokyo do 
not accept that if terrorism is djectionadle in the rest of the 
world and needs to be opposed there, then it must also be opposed 
in South Africa.” President Botha called on Parliament to sup- 
port him in this. He said the overwhelming majority of black, 
utterly against being overpowered by the Soviet Union. 


“South Africa is accused of destabilising the region but the truth 
is that the whole of southern Africa is being destabilised from 
outside at South Africa's expense. to the Frontline Stetes, po!*ti- 
cal agitation and propaganda in Sout’ Africa have bzcome a way 
of life,” he said. 


He had referred to the Soviet Union as an instigator of violence 
and exporter of revolution to South Africa, and he had no doubt 
that it regarded Mozambique as one of its instruments in 
achieving its ultimate goals in respect of the RSA. 


ANC “terrorists” who were in Mozambique in October 1985 and 
April 1986 had acknowledged that the limitations placed on the 
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RSA by the Nkomati Accord had given “terrorists” freedom of 
movement and action in Mozambique. “Se they are free to 
pursue the planning and execution of their terrorist onslaught 
and their violence against South Africa and its people without 
fear of military action by the RSA. Consequently it is clear that 
Frelimo government support has enabled the ANC to conduct 
and expand its activities in Mozambique ard continues to do so ” 


“Article 5 of the Nkomati Accord, which prohibits acts of 
propaganda which excite an aggressive wer against the other 
party in their respective territories, also prohibits acts of propa- 
ganda designed to instigate acts of terror’ ™ and civil war in the 
territory of the other party,” President Botha said. 


“Now I have dealt with our good intentions to show hov: we abide 
by the spirit and the letter of Nkomati. Against Mozambique’s 
active support for the ANC/SACP alliance and the relentless 
rhetorical, propagandist and aggressive attacks on the RSA and 
the SADF Sonin Africa has an impressive record of assistance 
indeed. 


“The reality is that South Africa reserves the right to defend and 
protect its interests and those of its people,” he said. 


In its reiations and behaviour to Mozambique South Africa had 
kept to the basic rules of the game throughout. “! wish to put it 
plainly that South Africa respects and recognises the existence 
of a sovereign state such as Mozambique and also the Nkomati 
Accord. 


“Naturally the cardinal principle here, 100, was the interests; of 
South Africa and its inhabitants.” South Africa, however, 
reserved the right to destroy revolutionary violence against it 
with all at its disposal an J to stop terrorists where they might be. 


Conservative Leader: White Rights Not Negotiable 
MB1 31806 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1758 GMT 13 Aug 87 


[Text] House of Assembly August 13 SAPA — The white mar,’s 
freedom in his own fatherland was not negotiable, not with a 
peaceful ANC that wanted a black government for the country, 
and even less with a violent ANC that was contemplating a 
bloodbath, the leader of the official opposition, Dr Andries 
Treurnicht, said today. 


Speaking in committee stage debate on the state president's vote. 
he said the CP did not recognise the ANC’s “so-called peoples 
power” because it went directly in the face of the white mans’ 
claim to his own country and his own government. But what was 
more, the ANC’s idea of “one black nation” was not generally 
accepted in black circles. 


“Further, we say it is now also the time that full self- 
determination for whites be recogni.\ed by all reasonable people 
— at least the same right as the \\wazis, the Sotho, Venda, 
Tswana and Xhosa have.” 


It was ironic that black self-governing states, according to the 
minister of constitutional development and planning, could 
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become independent, make agreements with other governments 
and get greater exclusive powers within a single constitutional 
dispensation together with whites. They had the best of two 
political worlds, but for the whites there was only one recipe — 
give up your independence in a multiracial s.ate on the road to a 
black majoriiy government. 


“I say this is bitter irony.” 


Dr Treurnicht said the CP rejected the double standards whereby 
any other group could get independence, but the right of whites 
was subject to the consensus of people who denied and fought 
azainst the white man’s rights. 


“We find it tragic that the government has vaken the bit in its 
teeth along the road of powersharing in an undivided country, 
the road of joint decision-making, up to the highest leve!, with 
vague assurances that there will be no domination, but without 
a Clear plan to prevent domination over whites.” 


The government said it was not in favour of proportional repre- 
sentation. But it did work on the basis of numbers. The number 
of whites, coloureds and Indians in parliament and the electoral 
college was reckoned according to population numbers. The state 
president had given an assurance last year that there would be 
“one citizenship for all South Africans, implying equal treatment 
and opportunities. If you apply that norm to black representation 
in Parliament, the Electoral College and standing committees, 
then the white man will be subject to a non-white majority.” 


Dr Treurnicht said he feared that the government's call for 
consensus was meaningless and misleading. In the Electoral 
College and the Presidents Council, matters were decided by 
voting. “If you now bring the representatives of 20 million black 
people in there with “equal treatment and opportunities”, how 
do you avoid whites becoming a powerless minority and being 
outvoted in decisions of major importance?” 


The government had repeatedly said there would be no fourth 
chamber of parliament. If this was correct, how could the deputy 
minister of constitutional development, Mr Piet Badenhorst, say 
earlier this yezr that in regard to Parliament, the agreement of 
black MP’s would also have to be obtained in future. Would they 
give this agreement from somewhere in the air, or from Soweto 
or Ulundi? 


The government a'so spoke of joint decisic. 1-making to the high- 
est level. Was this not misleading? There were certain cases 
where the state presiden. was at the highest decision-making 
level. 


“I think this means one of two things. Either that you 
acknowledge that there will not be joint decision-making at that 
level and that the final decision will be retained in the hands of 
your own nan, or you agree with the minister of foreign affairs, 
(Mr Pik Botha) that if you share power with the black people, it 
is unavoidable that you will have a black state president for the 
whole country. 


“And 30 we say that so iong as there is a white people with a sense 
of history, with self-respect and pride in their own nationhood, 


th the will to freedom of existence, so long will we fight against 


é ing to the recent trip to Dakar by a group of Afrikaners 
“Who held talks with the ANC, Dr Treurnicht said it was unbeliev- 
able that after the recent Jc!:annesburg bomb blast, anyone could 

ill ask what the organisation’s official attitude to violence was. 
The ANC had taken an official stand in favour of violence more 
than a quarter of a century ago. 


’ The CP’s stand was that you did not conduct peaceful talks with 
an organisation that exploded landmines, limpet mines and store 
bombs to kill people. You did not talk with an organisation that 
_ was hand in hand with communists and wanted to make your 
country ungovernable through revolution. “We say you can 
forget about defeating hardened revolutionaries with their fifth 
column and underground fighting tactics by treating them as 
F democrats or parliamentary types. We say SWAPO and the 
' ANC are in no ways democratic parties and we can never afford 
- fit to let them come into our Parliament and take over, all in the 
~ fame of tolerance.” 


_ Even if one condemned the aims of a revolutionary organisation, 
- One still gave it stature and legitimacy by negotiating with it. The 
_CP said the white man’s right to self-determination was not 
negotiable. It refused to talk away that right peacefully or to have 
_ it “intimidated away” by threatsof black violence. 


_ The CP also found it incomprehensible that the former deputy 
3 ages of foreign affairs could declare that the government had 
- Been close to persuading a large section of the ANC’s decision- 
_ making body to abandon violence. Who had been involved in this 
attempt at persuasion? Were there go-betweens, or was there 
_ personal contact? Had the government got a report from some of 
_ the businessmen who went to Lusaka? If so, why all the fuss 
' about the Dakar safari? 


Referring to the United States, Dr Treurnicht said it was a 
_ “tragedy” that a government which had so much to say about 
_ freedom and the free world could demand from the white nation 
_ in South Africa that it reform itself out of political power and out 
of existence. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
_ MB150615 [Editorial Report] 


a CITIZEN: Campus Spies Necessary 
we would be hypocritical if we said we were shocked by the 
-Gisclosure that a University of Cape Town student has been 
ing’ for the police,” remarks Johannesburg The Citizen in 
h on 14 August in a page 6 editorial. “we make two 
first is that since the radicals have taken their 

..on to the campuses of liberal universities, the police will 
ably use students to ‘spy’ on the radical organisations. 
Secondly, er a student ‘spy’ confesses to his activities...it 
is obvious that he was unsuited to this work.” 
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STAR: Botha’s Speech Discouraging 

President P.W. Botha set a “dismal tone” in his budget speech to 
the Parliament, “full of dire warnings and nervous responses, 
substituting bombast for the kind of vision that might have 
kindled some hope in the country,” notes Johannesburg The Star 
in English on 14 August in a page 8 editorial. “The Constitution, 
no less, is to be amended so that his party can cling to uninter- 
rupted power for five more years. After nearly 40 years in office, 
the government feels it owes itself that. What it does not feel is 
that it owes the country the kind of urgency on reform that once 
permeated the speeches of the state president. It is vastly discour- 
aging.” 


BUSINESS DAY: Botha ‘Lost in Political Desert’ 

P.W. Botha’s “pronouncements” in Parliament “so far bring 
little hope of progress,” reflects Johannesburg Business Day in 
English on 14 August in a page 8 editorial. “Instead, he has 
revealed himself to be a directionless man, lost in the political 
desert, frightened by the right, threatened by the left, and 
prepared to bend the rules to avoid confrontation with either. 
There was no sign of political reform when he spoke yesterday. 
Rather Botha spent his time plugging fingers into the dyke.” 
“ ..dronically, while the postponement of the election may frus- 
trate short-term ambitions of the right, Botha is handing them 
palpable victories...by announcing steps to prevent future talks 
with the ANC....” “The country will watch closely the debate 
today and Monday — and in hope. All the president has done so 
far is prolong the waiting.” 


CAPE TIMES: Government Blackmailing Universities 
“The government's relations with the liberal universities are 
becoming murkier and urkier, with taik of a spy on the UCT 
[University of Cape Town] campus and the disclosure of secret 
proposals to interfere in university affairs,” observes Cape Town 
Cape Times in English on 13 August in a page ‘0 editorial. 
“there is more than a glimmering of suspicion in the air that 
the Botha government is seeking to exploit” disturbances on the 
campuses. “On the evidence so far, the actions and statements of 
the government on university affairs amount to political 
blackmail...” 


SOWETAN: Botha Speech Foreshadows Tough Times 
P.W. Botha’s speech “in Parliament yesterday was more than 
just a sad disappointment,” notes a page 6 editorial in Johannes- 
burg Sowetan in English on 14 August. “It marked the beginning 
of tougher times for extra-parliamentary opponents of the gov- 
ernment.” “Mr Botha’s speech opened the floodgates of anti- 
South African action from abroad.” “He had very little comfort 
for those who had hoped that he would finally point the way to 
reform.” “Yesterday he seemed to be speaking to impress those 
who had shifted to the Conservative Party and other right wing 
parties. That is the only possible explanation for the huge chunk 
devcied to Dakar.” 
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BENIN 


CPSU Delegation Arrives, Discusses Cooperation 
AB162206 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 16 Aug 87 


[Text] A delegation of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
arrived this afternoon in our country at the invitation of the 
People’s Revolution Party of Benin. The leader of the CPSU 
delegation said that this visit is aimed at strengthening the bonds 
of cooperation between the two parties, states, and peoples. 
Comrade Nikolay Fedorovich Tatarchuk, member of the CPSU 
Central Committee, is leading the Soviet delegation. Following 
is his statement upon arriving in Cotonou: 


[Begin Tatarchuk recording in Russian fading into French 
translation] Upon arrival on Beninese soil, we are happy to extend 
the greetings of the Soviet leaders and the leaders of the CPSU 
to their Beninese counterparts. The Soviet delegation is in this 
country within the framework of the bonds of cooperation exist- 
ing between the leadership of the Beninese revolution and the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. We are also here to brief 
your party officials on the outcome of our second congress. The 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the People’s Rev- 
olution Party of Benin have common interests in the struggle to 
achieve peace and national progress for our peoples against the 
ambitions of imperialist and reactionary forces. 


The friendship that exists between our two parties will enable us 
to develop and strengthen the bonds of friendship between our 
two peoples and our two countries. We share the results of our 
various experiments and exchange views on various current 
issues. [Words indistinct] help our two parties to seek suitable 
solutions to problems facing our two countries in their struggle 
to find ways to provide a happy life to the peoples of our respective 
countries. (?we would like to thank you) [words indistinct}. Once 
again, thank you for such a friendly invitation and we are 
convinced that our visit will further strengthen the (?relations 
between our two parties). [end recording] 


GHANA 


Miners’ Strike Ends; Union Leaders ‘Sacked’ 
AB142211 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Work has resumed at Dunkwa goldfields of the State Gold 
Mining Corporation after a week-long unofficial strike. The 
workers called off the strike when an ultimatum issued by 
management warned those who failed to report for duty that they 
could be dismissed. Before the strike was called off, 33 of the 
workers, including the chairman, vice chairman, and some execu- 
tive members of the local branch of the mine workers union, had 
been sacked for their role in what management sees as an illegal 
and unofficial strike. 


Meanwhile, normal work is in progress in all the company’s 
dredges. 
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Paper Regrets Restoration of Ties With Israel | 
AB160845 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 16 Aug 87 ; 


[Text] The Echo takes up the issue of the restoration of ties by 
some African countries with Zionist Israel. The paper regrets 
that these countries have restored ties with Israel in spite of the 
OAU stand against such an action. The Echo believes that such 
states hope to gain economic advantages by such actions, but 
these hopes have been in vain. 


LIBERIA 
President Doe Dismisses Foreign Minister Blamo 


No Explanation Given 
AB141533 Paris AFP in English 1512 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Monrovia, Aug 14 (AFP) — Liberian President Samuel 
Doe has dismissed Foreign Minister J. Bernard Blamo, state 
radio reported here Friday [14 August]. No reasons were given 
for the dismissal. 


Mr Blamo has been named in connection with a financial scandal 
at the National Port Authority (NPA) of Monrovia involving the 
embezzlement of some 750,000 dollars in 1983, when he was the 
authority’s managing director. 


The radio also announced that the first secretary at the Liberian 
Embassy in London has been recalled, but gave no further 
details. 


Johnson Acting Foreign Minister 
AB141735 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1709 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Foreign Minister J. Bernard Bir no has been dismissed. 
According to an Executive Mansion release, Minister Blamo’s 
dismissal by President Doe followed the submission of the Peter 
Amos George Commission Report to Dr Doe at the Executive 
Mansion today. According to the release, the president has, 
meanwhile, appointed Planning and Economic Affairs minister, 
Mr William Johnson, as acting foreign minister. The release also 
said the chief of protocol of Liberia, Mr (Adolphus Durin), has 
been suspended for time indefinite, while the vice secretary at the 
Liberian Embassy in London, England, Mr (Hannibal Greyspier) 
has been recalled home. 


Meanwhile, Dr (Elijah Tiller) has been appointed acting minister 
of planning and economic affairs. 
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BBC Interviews Blamo 
ABi4i759 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Liberia’s minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr Bernard Blamo, 
is out on his ear. It follows allegations that Dr Blamo was involved 
in a scandal in which more than 250,000 dollars went astray while 
he was working for the National Port Authority. A commission 
was set up under the Reverend Amos George to investigate. Its 
report has now been submitted to President Samuel Doe, and Dr 
Blamo has been sacked. 


On the line to Monrovia, Robin White asked him how he felt: 


[Begin recording] [Blamo] Well, first of all, I want to thank the 
president of Liberia for the opportunity he has given me to serve 
the Liberian people over the years. I do not know the details of 
the report. I have not seen it but I accept the action of the 
president. 


[White] You are still in your office then? 


{Blamo] Yes, because I am trying to get my books and personal 
papers out. I have already spoken to the acting minister of foreign 
affairs who will be coming in on Monday [17 August} I have 
suggested an hour at which time I will be turning over to him. 


[White] Are you expecting any further action to be taken against 
you? 


[Blamo] I do not know, as I said, and hopefully in the next few 
days I will be receiving a letter from the president perhaps that 
will give the details of what ought to follow. But I have no idea. 


[White] But you said you accept the president’s decision. Does 
that mean you accept that you have done wrong? 


{Blamo] Well, I know that I did not collect any monies that were 
allegedly given to me by [name indistinct]. I said that I accept 
the president’s decision because as the president of Liberia, he 
has the power to appoint and dismiss. That is why I said that. 


{White} But are you denying that you were in any way involved 
in corrupt practices? 


[Blamo]! did not conspire with anyone. I did my duty; I followed 
the procedures in importing the items that were imported. But if 
the supplier failed to produce the goods that were imported, that 
is another question. 

[White] So, you deny receiving money? 


{Blamo] I deny receiving the checks but the money (itself was) 
transported and conveyed to me. 


[White] Are you expecting (?after all this) that you might now be 
arrested? 


[Blamo] No, I am not expecting that. 
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[White] Have you been given assurances by the president that 
you will not be arrested? 


[Blamo] Oh, no! I mean, I have not spoken to the president. 
[White] What will you yourself do now? 


[Blamo} Well, as an academic I will begin to reflect on my life. I 
think I am grateful to God and the leaders of this country for the 
opportunities I've had over the years, having served as vice 
president of the university, president of the university, minister 
of education, minister of state for presidentie! affairs, and now 
foreign minister. I mean, that is an achievement really of which 
I am proud. 


[White] But hasn’t your career somehow now ended in disgrace? 


{Blamo] Well, I did not look at it that way. I think and I believe 
that promotion comes from God. They do not come from the east 
or west, or the north or south. And as someone who believes in 
God, I think the time has come for a change, and I will have to 


regroup. [end recording] 


Ex-Commerce Minister Sues SUNTIMES for Libel 
ABI141616 Paris AFP in English 1603 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Monrovia, Aug 14 (AFP) — Liberia’s dismissed Com- 
merce Minister, Emmanuel Shaw, has filed a one-million-dollar 
libel suit against the independent Suntimes newspaper and the 
public relations officer at the Ministry of Commerce, Moham- 
med Winpea, for “defamation of character,” The Daily Observer 
newspaper reported here Friday [14 August} 


The paper said Mr Shaw denied allegations published against 
him in the Suntimes last Monday, and filed an action of defama- 
tion of character in the civil law court claiming damages of “not 
less than one million dollars.” 


The Suntimes reported that Mr Winpea accused Mr Shaw of 
misappropriating 200,000 dollars donated in goods and cash by 
local business houses to renovate the Commerce Ministry. Mr 
Winpea is also said to have allegedly accused Mr Shaw of 
“economic sabotage” for contravening a government ban on the 
importation of some basic comodities including Liberia's staple, 
rice. But the Daily Observer said Mr Winpea had retracted the 
statements and expressed “dismay and shock” over the report in 
the Suntimes. 


Suntimes Managing Editor Rufus Darpoh told reporters Friday 
that he had not been informed about the lawsuit against his 
paper, adding: “Anyway, we will wait for formal communica- 
tion from the court.” 


Mr Shaw, who headed the Commerce Ministry for only three 
months, was dismissed by President Samuel Doe last week for 
making derogatory remarks and criticizing the administration of 
the late Presiclent William Tolbert, who ruled Liberia for 27 
unbroken years. 
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MALI 


Afghan Delegation Arrives 13 Aug, Holds Talks 
ABI160643 Bamako Domestic Service in French 
2015 GMT 15 Aug 87 


[Text] A delegation of the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan 
led by Deputy Foreign Minister Farid Zarif has begun a working 
visit to Mali. A working session was held on 13 August at the 
Koulouba Palace between the Afghan and Malian delegations. 
The discussions focused on the national reconciliation process 
initiated by the Afghan Government with the aim of restoring 
peace in Afghanistan, and on ways and means to improve the 
friendly relations and cooperation between Afghanistan and 
Mali. 


NIGER 


AIDS Control Committee, ‘ * Plan Established 
AB1 30939 Paris AFP in French 1101 GMT 11 Aug 87 


[Text] Abidjan, 11 Aug (AFP) — The Niger authorities have just 
set up an AIDS control committee, and have defined an emer- 
gency program to follow the development of the epidemic in the 
country, where, up to now, 10 seropositive cases have been 
detected, the Niger daily Le Sahel reported today. 


The committee, the paper indicated, will have a double mission 
— consultations and monitoring AIDS. Its financial needs have 
been estimated at 96.5 million CFA francs (Fr1.93 million), and 
requests for funds have been made by the Niger authorities with 
the EEC, which has provided for a special anti-AIDS fund with 
the WHO. 


Meanwhile, the Niger Health Ministry has adopted a 4-point 
strategy to combat the epidemic, Le Sahel stated. The first 
measure concerns the detection of the disease through a system- 
atic blood analysis. The second measure consists in conducting a 
(limited) epidemiological survey to assess the incidence of the 
infection by the AIDS virus on patients with symptoms similar 
to those of the disease (loss of weight, chronic diarrhea, fever). 


The other two measures concern the training of medical and 
paramedical personnel and the education of the public. 


NIGERIA 


‘Discrete’ Mediation in Chad-Libya Conflict Revealed 
AB141324 Paris AFP in French 1224 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] Lagos, 14 Aug (AFP) — Nigeria is currently engaged in 
a discrete diplomatic action with the parties in the conflict on the 
Aozou Strip, it was disclosed *~ AFP by the Nigerian minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Prof Bolaji Akinyemi. “We are in continuous 
contact with the various parties in the conflict, including the 
OAU, and this makes it possible for us to hope for a settlement 
of the crisis,” Mr Akinyemi stated. 
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He further added that Nigeria approved of all statements made 
and initiatives taken in favor of the Chad-Libya crisis. 


‘Retirement’ of Customs Director, Officers Announced 
ABI141205 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 14 Aug 87 


[Text] The federal government has announced the retirement of 
the director of Customs and Excise, Alhaji Abubakar Musa. 
Similarly, all his deputies and 23 other customs officers have 
been retired. The retirement of the officers was announced in a 
statement issued in Abuja last night by the permanent secretary, 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, Alhaji Dahiru Muhammed. The 
statement regretted that the present leadership of the Depart- 
ment of Customs was hardly making any effort to develop, adopt, 
or apply strategies that could at least minimize or stamp out the 
menace of smugglers at this crucial point of the national eco- 
nomic predicament. 


According to the statement, some very senior customs officers 
have become so rich and have developed thick skins to any 
antismuggling strategy as they are known to have openly and 
actively connived with smugglers. This action, the statement 
explained, was not only unpatriotic, but also had an adverse effect 
on the structural adjustment program. 


The Ministry of Internal Affairs said that the house-cleaning 
excercise was a continous one and gave the assurance that the 
government was fully alert to monitor the activites of the Cus- 
toms and Excise. This will be the position until the department 
is positively organized and its image redeemed. 


Traditional Rulers Criticize Political Program 
ABI61722 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 16 Aug 87 


[Text] Fhe Bendel State Council of Chiefs has expressed reserva- 
tions about certain aspects of the Federal Government's political 
program, particularly as it affects traditional rulers. A commu- 
nique at the end of its meeting in Benin expressed disappointment 
that no specific role was assigned to traditional rulers in the 
governments of the country. 


The Council wondered why traditional rulers, whom successive 
governments had considered vital in the maintena ce of law and 
order and in the mobilization of the people, should be relegated 
to the background. It appealed to the federal government to 
adequately brief the proposed Constitution Review Committee 
not to overlook provisions that will enhance the status of tradi- 
tional rulers. 
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